Epidural compression of the spinal cord caused by vertebral osteoblastic metastasis of prostate carcinoma. A case report.
A 71-year-old man with prostate cancer developed epidural compression of the spinal cord caused by bony protuberances expanding from a vertebral osteoblastic metastasis. Pathologic examination of the metastatic lesion showed that both tumor and thickened vertebral trabeculae broke through the cortex and formed bony protuberances. The periosteal new bone appeared not to arise from a reactive periosteum but from the tumor breaking through the cortex. A biologic interaction between the tumor and the host may be responsible for the rare periosteal new bone formation.